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The U.S. Government has issued the following key guidance documents related to its review of foreign influence in research. 
Please click on the links to learn more:

If you have questions about any of the documents issued above, please connect with our 
Foreign Influence Compliance team:

CHOATE HALL & STEWART LLP To learn more about a different kind of law firm experience, visit choate.com.

As tensions between the U.S. and various foreign governments increase, accusations of academic espionage by foreign-supported 
researchers at U.S.-based research institutions are on the rise. The NIH, NSF, DOE, and other agencies are increasingly warning 
institutions of researchers who have not disclosed foreign associations in compliance with grant funding regulations and other laws. The 
government continues to initiate enforcement actions and we expect this to increase in frequency and scope during the coming 
months. 

As a result, research and academic institutions in the U.S. need to be ever more vigilant to mitigate brand risk, the loss of federal funds, 
intellectual property assets and exposure to enforcement actions.

Why Foreign Influence Matters

Key Guidance Documents

JASON Report: Fundamental Research Security (December 2019)

Senate report: Staff of U.S. Senate Permanent S. Comm. on Investigations, 116th Cong., Threats to the U.S. 
Research Enterprise: China’s Talent Recruitment Plans (November 18, 2019)

Office of Science and Technology Policy – Letter to the United States Research Community (September 16, 2019)

NIH FAQ – Other Support and Foreign Components (August 6, 2019)

NIH Reminders of NIH Policies on Other Support and on Policies related to Financial Conflicts of Interest and 
Foreign Components (July 10, 2019)

NIH Director – Statement on Protecting the Integrity of U.S. Biomedical Research (August 23, 2018)

http://bit.ly/370gH4Q
http://bit.ly/2tsJMbo
http://bit.ly/36VNzf6
http://bit.ly/2S0gBWz
http://bit.ly/2GVe4GP
http://bit.ly/2OwkFf7
http://bit.ly/37WCg7L
http://bit.ly/2S0gBWz
http://bit.ly/370gH4Q
http://bit.ly/371chdS
http://bit.ly/2v8VyIo
http://bit.ly/371bDgP
http://bit.ly/31rUYBP
http://bit.ly/2tAZIZo
https://nsf.gov/news/special_reports/jasonsecurity/JSR-19-2IFundamentalResearchSecurity_12062019FINAL.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2019-11-18%20PSI%20Staff%20Report%20-%20China's%20Talent%20Recruitment%20Plans%20Updated2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/OSTP-letter-to-the-US-research-community-september-2019.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/faq-other-support-foreign-components.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-114.html
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-director/statements/statement-protecting-integrity-us-biomedical-research

