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Melissa M. Adams, PhDMelissa M. Adams, PhD
PRINCIPAL

  617-248-4917         madams@choate.com

Dr. Melissa Adams uses her multi-disciplinary understanding of the life sciences, patent law, and
strategic intellectual property issues to help a wide range of early-stage to established
biotechnology clients to grow and protect the value of their strategic IP portfolios. Focused on
patent prosecution and portfolio development, intellectual property due diligence, and intellectual
property-related strategic transactions, Melissa has particular expertise in biotechnology and
pharmaceuticals including biologics, cell therapy, gene therapy, gene editing, immunology, and
microbiology.

Melissa’s Ph.D. research at Harvard University focused on utilizing next-generation sequencing and
molecular biology to study energy-generating metabolisms in deep sea microorganisms. She has
extensive scientific expertise in molecular biology, microbiology, genomics, and bioinformatics.

Melissa also has experience as a Scientific Editor. She reviewed and revised research publications
from non-native English speakers in a broad range of subject areas including cell biology,
chemistry, genetics, neuroscience, physiology, and systems biology.

Admissions
Massachusetts•

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office•

Representative Engagements

Patent Prosecution and Portfolio Management
Prepared and successfully prosecuted complex patent applications with the U.S. Patent and Trademark•
Office and in over 30 foreign jurisdictions.

Strategically managing multiple patent portfolios for clients from startups to multinational corporations.•

Due Diligence and Competitive Surveillance
Providing IP counsel and due diligence on behalf of biotechnology company for its clinical trial•
candidate.

Designed and implemented competitive surveillance programs.•

Conducted freedom-to-operate, landscape, and patentability analyses.•

Strategic Transactions
Provided intellectual property analyses and support for financing transactions including Series A and B•

Focus Areas
Intellectual Property

IP Counseling

Private Equity and M&A

Life Sciences and
Technology

mailto:madams@choate.com
mailto:madams@choate.com
https://www.choate.com/focus-area/intellectual-property/
https://www.choate.com/focus-area/intellectual-property/ip-counseling/
https://www.choate.com/focus-area/private-equity-and-ma/
https://www.choate.com/focus-area/private-equity-and-ma/life-sciences-and-technology/
https://www.choate.com/focus-area/private-equity-and-ma/life-sciences-and-technology/
https://www.choate.com/
https://www.choate.com


 

Melissa M. Adams, PhD
www.choate.com

© 2025 Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP   |   Two International Place, Suite 3000   |   Boston, MA 02110   |   617-248-5000 2

fundraising.

Assisted with drafting and negotiating intellectual property-related agreements.•

Professional & Community Involvement
Co-Chair of the Ethics Committee of the Boston Patent Law Association•

Mentor in Harvard Graduate Women in Science and Engineering (HGWISE) program•

Member of the Association for Women in Science•

Member of Team in Training•
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